Our Curriculum Statement 2021-2022

Rugby Free Primary School

Aim High, Achieve Together, Celebrate Success

Our Values
Kindness
The quality of friendliness, generosity, and consideration

Collaboration
The belief that working and learning with others will lead to greater success

Curiosity
A strong desire to know and to learn

Resilience
The ability to recover quickly and learn from the difficulties we face

Respect
To appreciate the importance of understanding and admiration for others and self

Endeavour
The belief that hard work is needed to achieve something of which we can be proud

At RFPS, our curriculum is underpinned by the values and knowledge
which we are equipping pupils with to succeed in life beyond their
primary education. Central to this are the key academic, personal and
vocational skills which prepare our pupils to become life-long learners.
We ensure our curriculum celebrates and draws upon the experiences,
differing perspectives and interests of our diverse community. We also
challenge stereotypes and educate our pupils to respect each other’s
cultures and beliefs.

Curriculum intent
Our curriculum challenges children to “aim high”, whatever their starting points, learning essential
knowledge and skills which our pupils will acquire sequentially throughout their time at RFPS.
Learning from each other and “achieving together” allows our pupils to widen their perspective of the
world around us. We believe in introducing children to the very best that has been thought and said and
helping engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.
Teaching a broad and balanced curriculum, where all subjects are valued, is fundamental in the
development of the whole child. We chose to deliver part of our curriculum through topics which allows
our children to explore an area in depth, making links between subjects and provides them with
memorable experiences which will stay with them for life.
We know that our pupils learn best when they are immersed in their learning, therefore we plan our
curriculum using the sequence ‘engage’, ‘develop’, ‘innovate’ and ‘express’. This takes the children on a
meaningful learning journey. We provide opportunities for pupils to express their knowledge in a way
which allows them to recall, revisit or further investigate areas of interest and as a result we keep
learning at the heart of everything that we do. We want all of our pupils to experience and “celebrate
their successes”, building their confidence and creating life-long learners.

Curriculum Design
We have designed our curriculum with the following in mind:
 How children learn and remember – we recognise that progress means knowing more and remembering more and
so we want our children to know more and remember more as a result of their time with us at RFPS
 What our children need to succeed in life – we want our learners to have the ‘cultural capital’ they need to make
aspirational choices and experience success beyond their time at RFPS Primary School.
The National Curriculum and Foundation Stage Framework underpins our curriculum at RFPS. However, the
curriculum we offer our pupils provides so much more.
The full range of core and foundation subjects have been carefully mapped out across school in clear progression
frameworks, so that knowledge, understanding, skills and concepts build sequentially over time. As a result of this,
we hope that all children leave RFPS having mastered a wide range of concepts and skills and gained the knowledge
that gives them a love of learning, prepares them for their next steps and develops an understanding of the world in
which they live. Safeguarding the needs of children underpins our whole curriculum, teaching our pupils vital skills to
keep themselves safe, healthy and happy, both physically and mentally.
Our mapped out curriculum is enriched with a wide range of opportunities and experiences for our pupils to engage
with and embed their learning. We provide all children with opportunities for experiential learning, through things
such as residential and educational visits, specialist visitors to school, extra-curricular sports, arts, music workshops,
working with local businesses and community groups, entrepreneurship and knowledge of different careers, pupil
leadership opportunities and celebrating a range of local, national and global cultural events and festivals.

Curriculum Implementation
Our curriculum at RFPS is built around four pedagogical principles: Engage, Develop, Innovate and Express.
We have adopted a topic based approach to our curriculum to immerse pupils in their learning. Each year group
learns about six different topics, with driver subjects, mainly focusing on History, Geography or Science. The particular
topics chosen are based on the National Curriculum and the appropriate sequence of learning e.g. historical
chronology. We make these topics relevant to our pupils through community links and issues of local, national and
global significance. Topics are designed to be exciting and engaging for that particular cohort. Whilst these subjects
are the main drivers, the topics are cross-curricular and other subjects are taught as part of this learning. To prevent
the creation of tenuous links, some subjects are taught discretely e.g. MFL and Maths. We do use several carefully
chosen schemes, although these are heavily adapted to meet the needs of our pupils.
Engagement
To engage, immerse and ‘hook’ the children are involved in exciting learning experiences which stimulates their
interest and curiosity, bringing the learning to life. During each topic, all pupils will engage in a memorable experience
to enhance their learning, and further develop their knowledge and understanding. This could be, for example, a visit
to a place, a visitor into school or a practical activity or experience.
Develop
Central to all of the above, and to our curriculum design, is an expectation of well thought out quality first teaching
and learning, delivered by all. Teaching staff use our curriculum progression document and planning format to ensure
that learning is sequenced so that children build knowledge and skills over time – both building skills and knowledge
within the year group curriculum, but also building on, and making connections with, prior knowledge from previous
years in school. Staff identify the knowledge and skills that they want the children to learn during their lessons and

then ensure there are plenty of opportunities for the children to practice and apply this knowledge in a range of
different contexts, so that they achieve deep, long term learning.
At RFPS, reading is at the heart of our curriculum as we recognise that fluency in reading enables children to have
access to their full curriculum entitlement. Quality texts are integral to our curriculum approach. We believe it is our
role to ensure children leave us being able to articulate themselves clearly, and read and write confidently and
effectively. Quality texts are chosen to drive learning in English and are the basis for the teaching of our writing.
Children have many opportunities to read for pleasure and listen to stories e.g. dedicated library time and daily story
time in all year groups.
Innovate
We endeavour to ensure that children see a relevance and a purpose to their learning, so plan for the curriculum to
build towards a purposeful outcome at the end of their topic or sequence of learning. By doing this, it gives pupils an
opportunity to apply the skills and knowledge that they have learnt in multiple contexts. This may include
opportunities for children to showcase their learning to a wider audience, for example through an exhibition to the
school community, or through the publication of a class text.
Express
Throughout sequences of learning we incorporate different ways for pupils to express their knowledge and skills
learnt. By the end of the topic, pupils will have retained key knowledge and be able to recall facts associated with
their learning. This is assessed in enjoyable and relevant ways e.g. through quizzes using technology. As a school staff
we are currently developing our understanding of the evidence from cognitive science as to how children learn best
and how learning ‘sticks’ in long term memory.

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural (SMSC) Education
We want SMSC to lie at the heart of our curriculum we deliver to closely meet the needs of our children. As a school,
our values thread through our curriculum which us enable us to teach strategies and empower pupils to keep
themselves safe. Assemblies form a major part of our SMSC education exposing our pupils to differences in our world,
including - celebrations, festivals, significant individuals and events. We encourage pupils to share their thoughts and
opinions regarding this learning, engendering a culture of respectful debate.
RE lessons are taught discreetly and are centred around a ‘key question’. This allows pupil to engage and investigate
key themes but also engenders thoughtful and deep discussions. PSHE (including RSE) is taught through a spiral
curriculum which re-visits similar topics each year, building the children’s understanding of key concepts in their lives.
Children draw upon the skills they have learnt from their SMSC education and apply them across the wider curriculum
embedding our aim to create life-long learners.
Learning behaviours
Strong learning behaviours are essential in order for children to be equipped to be successful in life. We strive to
create a positive learning culture and encourage pupils to use our six school values in their learning experiences
Children regularly reflect on how these school values enable them to be successful learners. We notice and celebrate
when our pupils use a value which in turn emphasises their importance.
Parental Partnerships
Parental partnerships are integral to children becoming successful learners. We provide parents with many
opportunities to be involved with their child’s learning journey through: inspire workshops, information home,
parents meetings, information evenings, reading sessions and our online platform for homework and remote learning.

Continuing Professional Development
Continuing Professional Development for all staff is a priority to ensure they have the skills and knowledge necessary
to deliver the highest standards across the entire curriculum. Subject leaders have the necessary expertise to play a
pivotal role in both the design and delivery of their subject area; ensuring a clear progression of both skills and
knowledge across all year groups. They can confidently articulate how learning is revisited and developed year on
year, to ensure a real depth of learning across the school. Our staff work with senior leaders (who have an oversight
of the whole curriculum) to ensure that they are supported as curriculum leaders. This has allowed for distributed
leadership of the curriculum, and this means that staff are responsible for the action planning, resourcing, monitoring
and evaluation of their curriculum area (both curriculum provision and quality of teaching and learning) throughout
the year. We ensure that staff have dedicated and regular subject leadership time in order to improve the teaching
and learning in their subject area. At RFPS, we have high expectations for the quality of teaching across school. We
ensure that continued improvement is the focus of our monitoring schedule by focusing on how staff can share good
practice between each other, their areas for improvement and what high quality CPD can be provided to support their
development.

Impact of our Curriculum
As a result of our well planned and implemented curriculum, we would expect the impact to be that:
 Our children show kindness, respect, endeavour, collaboration, curiosity and resilience
 Our children demonstrate a passion and thirst for learning
 Our children achieve well – all making good progress from their starting points and achieving at least the
expected standard at the end of each Key Stage.
 They will have the knowledge, skills, understanding and vocabulary that empowers them as citizens in the 21st
Century
 Our children have access to a wide and varied curriculum, enabling each of them to excel as individuals and be
the best they can be
 Our children have high aspirations for the future and know that these can be realised with hard work and
determination
 Our children are mentally and emotionally happy and resilient learners
 Our families work in partnership with us to ensure their child’s journey at Rugby Free primary is a positive one
and prepares them to contribute positively to the world in which they live

