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Message from the Head teacher 

We have come to the end of our first half term of the year. We have had a very busy half 

term with lots of things going on! We have had trips, workshops, visitors, sporting 

competitions, elections and much much more! The school is completely full for the first 

time and so we have been navigating new ways of doing things too. The removal of the 

bubble system in school has allowed us to have assemblies again and mix a little more freely. 

We have had lots of new children and staff members start and they all seem very much at 

home already. One of our Year 6’s recently spoke to some new parents on a parent tour 

and said to them that “we’re like one big family and everyone supports each other to try their very 

best”. I loved this remark and think it does encapsulate us as a school.  

Thank you for all of your support and bearing with us as we try and get back to some 

normality. I hope the children have a lovely break and look forward to seeing them in 

November! 

Take care 

Rebecca Butters 

Headteacher 

Stars of the 

Week 

Reception 
Giraffes: 

Dhyana 
Lions: 

Maja 
Zebras: 

Oliver I 
 

Year One 
Hedgehogs: 

Penelope 

Owls: 
Jack 

Rabbits: 
Reuben 

 
Year Two 

Orcas: 
Mazie 

Penguins: 
Imogen 

Seals: 
Oscar N 

 
Year Three 

Crocodiles: 
James 

Kangaroos: 

Calleigh 
Turtles: 

Zoe 
 

Year Four 
Bears: 

Lydia 
Eagles: 

Dylan M 
Raccoons: 

Isla B 
 

Year Five 
Pandas: 

Joshua A 
Tigers: 
Jakub 

 
 

Y3 & Y6 Tag Rugby 

On Friday 15th October, we took all of our 

Year 3s and Year 6s to a Tag Rugby event at St 

Andrew’s Rugby Club. The event was a huge 

success (arranged by Harris School Sports 

Partnership) and all of the children came away 

with a smile on their faces and asking when the 

next event would be. It was great to see all of 

the children being able to take part in sporting 

fixtures against other schools and we look 

forward to competing in other sports 

throughout the year! 

Lacrosse 
This half term, some children in Key Stage 2 

have been learning a new sport, lacrosse! This 

week we played our first lacrosse game, and 

what fantastic progress they have all made. 

Congratulations to all of the children who took 

part! 
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Year 3 Inspire workshop 

On Tuesday, Year 3 welcomed their adults into school 

to share their amazing learning. The children showcased 

their knowledge through a range of different curriculum 

activities including: sketching the Iron Man, sorting 

Spanish colours, making Rangoli patterns, solving addition 

and subtraction problems, using apostrophes, completing 

a friction fair test and programming a set of instructions 

using Scratch software. It was lovely to see all the 

children so engaged with their learning. Once again, 

thank you for taking the time to come into school to 

share your child’s learning with them. Your support is as 

always much appreciated. 

Year Six 

Jaguars: 
Dhanya 

Panthers: 
Saffron 

 

 

Year 2 Harvest Performance 
It was wonderful to have been able to celebrate 

Harvest as a community again this year in the 

form of our Year 2 school production. All of the 

children worked so hard on 'The Enormous 

Turnip', thank you to all of the parents and 

carers who came to watch, as well as the 

countless hours spent practicing songs and lines. 

A huge well done from Miss Lockley, Miss 

Wilson and Mrs Parry and the whole school for 

such a brilliant show. Year 2, you did yourselves 

proud! 

Geography fieldwork in Y5 
This week Year 5 undertook some Geography fieldwork in the 

local area. As part of our Pharaohs topic, we learnt about the land 

use around the River Nile. We extended our learning further, 

looking at the land use around the River Avon. We realised that 

in such a small area there was recreational land, agricultural land 

and residential land. Additionally, we observed the features of a 

river, walking around a meander and over a tributary. Whilst we 

were there, we took in our surroundings and drew maps to 

represent the land use.  

We are proud of Year 5 for showing resilience as we did 

complete over 10,000 steps!   

Year 4 Inspire workshop 
On Thursday, Year 4 had their first inspire workshop. It was fantastic to have 

parents and carers back together in school to celebrate the children's learning. 

There was lots of fun had from creating electric circuits to writing algorithms 

using Turtle Art. The children were keen to show off their skipping and 

Collagraph printing skills as well as impress us all with their knowledge of 

Judaism. Thank you to everyone who came and to the children contributing 

to such a wonderful morning.  
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Black history month 
Year 3 have been exploring why we celebrate Black History Month, learning about how Carter G. Woodson was the main 

person behind the beginning of Black History Month. They focused on how Marcus Rashford is a significant person in Black 

History. Year 3 learnt about how Marcus Rashford came from a poorer background, how he overcame these disadvantages 

to become a successful footballer and then how he turned that success into his charity work helping children who are 

very much like he was growing up. The children particularly enjoyed learning about how he wrote letters to every MP to 

get them to change their decision on providing free school meals over the summer holidays during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Year 6 found out about the Victorian Greatest Showman - Pablo Fanque - and explained why he was such a significant 

figure in British History.  They then read the introduction to "Happy Here" by Sharna Jackson and discussed why this 

collection of stories by black authors was so important.  They looked at the 

figures of books published in our country which included a character from an 

ethnic minority background and they were shocked! Year 6 heard from a 

performer called Tonia Daley-Campbell about the person who made her 

believe she could follow her dream of becoming an actress - a poet from 

Birmingham called Benjamin Zephaniah.  They then watched him perform and 

read some of his poems.  Finally, they performed his poem "Nature Trail" using 

his performance techniques to engage our audience.  Some of them even 

rewrote verses for the poem! 

 

Year 1 have learned about the athlete, Jessica Ennis-Hill. We learned about the 

significant events in her life and how she had to show resilience to become a 

successful athlete. We put the events of her life in chronological order and 

discussed why she is a significant figure.  

 

In Year 2, they looked deeper into the lives of Mary Seacole and Martin Luther 

King. They explored why Mary Seacole was significant and the effect that she 

had on the soldiers that she treated as well as women at the time. Year 2 have 

also written our own 'I have a dream' speeches based on Martin Luther King. 

 

Year 4 learnt about the Windrush Generation. Taking on a role of one of the passengers, they wrote a diary entry detailing 

their reasons for travelling, their experience on the ship and then their experiences when they finally arrived in Britain. 

The children were shocked at how the African- Caribbean people were treated, discussing racism and prejudice.  

 

Year 5 completed some comprehension learning about John Blanke. There was a question linking to why he was a significant 

person. They also looked at two different Black History Month authors and the children wrote in the style of the author. 

 

Achievements 
Evelyn in Y5 won silver at the National Gracie Barra Brazilian jiu-jitsu competition in Watford for her 

grade and weight a (junior, white belt, 30kg). She managed to secure her win after her opponent 

tapped out following a choke hold.  She also just earned her 3rd stripe this weekend. Her brother 

Jack in Y1, who has been attending less often due to start times during the week, also managed his 

2nd stripe. Fantastic achievements to both siblings! 

 

Please let us know if your child has achieved something special outside of school and you would like 

it mentioned in the newsletter!  

We love celebrating our pupils’ achievements in and outside of school. 
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SBOOKtacular 
The children 

looked incredible 

on Friday as we all 

dressed up in 

fancy dress as our 

favourite spooky 

book characters.  

Here are some 

pictures from Y2:   

 

Guy Fawkes bonfire banquet  
On Friday 5th November, we will be having a themed ‘Bonfire 

banquet’ in celebration of Guy Fawkes. These changes will also affect 

our Thursday menu as we will move ‘Fishy Friday’ to the Thursday 

instead.  Please speak to your child about the changes for these days. 

On Friday the options will be; 

Red option: Pork Bangers with 

Cheesy Mash and Bonfire Beans 

Green option: Japan: Catherine Wheel Pizza with Firecracker 

Potatoes and Bonfire Beans 

Brown option: Jacket potato with a 

choice of fillings 

Blue option: British Ham Sandwich 

Dessert: Sticky Ginger Parkin 

with Custard 

School photos  

We have school photos for individuals and siblings 

taking place on 11th November.  This date was 

booked prior to the lockdowns during the 

pandemic as we have been asked by parents to 

move the photos to earlier in the school year.  The 

November date was booked as parents had 

expressed a wish to be able to order photos to 

give a Christmas presents.   

We understand that due to last year’s photos 

being delayed until June, from January, that the 

photos are close together.  Going forward we plan 

to have the individual and sibling photos regularly 

in November.  Class photos are booked for March 

2022 and we will endeavour to stick to this 

schedule for photos. 

Harvest school collection 
The Rugby Free Primary School community have pulled together 

once again this harvest time to donate a huge amount of food and 

groceries to Rugby Food Bank. The generosity of our school 

community never ceases to amaze us! All the children have seen 

photographs of the donated items and have discussed the work 

the foodbank do. Thank you to all who donated and to Mr Walker 

who once again took the donated goods to the foodbank.  

 

Friends of Rugby Free Primary  
The first meeting of the school year was held on Monday evening. It was such a great turnout and 

lovely to see some familiar faces and to meet lots of new members there too! 

We are pleased to announce that the roles of Co-Chairs, Secretary and Treasurer were decided, 

which enables the Friends of Rugby Free Primary to continue. They hope to be as successful with their fundraising this 

year as the previous years have been.  

Without all of the volunteers they cannot continue to hold fun events for the children and raise money. Any help and time 

members can give us is always appreciated. All money raised by the Friends of Rugby Free Primary goes directly back into 

the school and benefits all the children.  

They have some fun activities and events planned over the next couple of months that we think the children, teachers and 

parents will love and they are already thinking of ideas for 2022.  If you weren’t able to attend the meeting on Monday but 

still wish to take an active part within the PTA then please contact frrfps@gmail.com  

mailto:frrfps@gmail.com
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Message from Mrs. Vural, Family and Children Support Worker 

Whilst each child is different, the challenges we face as parents are often the same. Many of you have spoken to me about 

wanting some support, reassurance, and practical tips on how to approach these stages of your child’s development. As a 

result, we are hoping to be able to offer face to face (adult only) workshops to offer support on some of the most common 

topics parents find challenging. The workshops will be run by Warwickshire Parent Trainers, who are extremely 

knowledgeable, friendly, and supportive. To establish how best to offer these workshops we would like some feedback 

from you. If you are interested in attending a workshop, please complete the questionnaire indicating your 

preferences by 1st Nov 2021. Details of the suggested workshops are as follows (link to questionnaire below):  

 

 Routines and Boundaries - This two-hour workshop can help parents understand the importance of routines 

and boundaries for children. It will offer approaches that can be developed and implemented at home to reduce 

stress and help create a calm, relaxed home life.  

 Understanding Your Child’s Behaviour – This parenting workshop focuses on understanding and improving 

your children’s behaviour and provides positive parenting strategies to help you deal with those challenges so that 

you can have a calmer, happier family life.  

 Sleep Workshops - This two-hour interactive workshop for parents and carers looks at the importance of 

sleep, the science of sleep, possible causes of sleep issues and offers strategies to help.  

 Safe Home, Happy Home - This workshop will provide you with an opportunity to explore the possible safety 

risks that may exist in our homes and enable you to learn how you can keep your family home safe and comfortable 

for you and your children.  

https://forms.office.com/r/GUK4wGuKSH 

 

If you would like any further support or advice, please contact me by calling the main school office or emailing me on 

clair.vural@rugbyfreeprimary.co.uk  

Game On half term holiday club 

reminder 
A reminder that Game On are operating a holiday 

club for October half term next week at RFPS 

from 25th – 29th October. To book your dates or 

for any enquiries please contact Mr Sheehan 

directly on brandon@gameoncoaching.co.uk. A 

booking form was sent home with newsletter 2. 

For your records, the Game On mobile number 

is 07783029991 this number is to be used 

before and after the school office has closed. Before 8.15am and from 4.30pm 

onwards and is to be used in an emergency ONLY and not to book clubs. 

Please contact this number if you are running late for an after school pick up. 

Umbrellas 
Please can we ask that if 

your child uses an umbrella 

on the journey to school 

that parents take this home 

again once the children have been dropped 

off.  

  

For safety, children are not allowed to use 

umbrellas on the playground at break or 

lunchtimes and we cannot safely store 

them in school as we don’t have room and 

they make the floors wet and slippery.   

Thank you for your support with this. 

https://forms.office.com/r/GUK4wGuKSH
mailto:clair.vural@rugbyfreeprimary.co.uk
mailto:brandon@gameoncoaching.co.uk
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Diary Dates 
25th – 29th October – GAME ON Half Term Holiday Club at RFPS 

1st – 7th November – UK Parliament Week 

3rd November – Flu vaccinations 

2nd - 3rd November – Parents evening 

10th November  - Y4 Art Gallery trip 

11th November – Remembrance Day 

11th November – School individual photos 

11th – 14th November – Antibullying week 

15th November – PTA Meeting 7.30pm Brewers Fayre 

15th – 19th November – Road safety week 

15th – 25th November – Bikeability Y5 

16th November – Y3 Thinktank trip 

17th November – Y5 London trip 

19th November – Children in need – non-uniform 

25th November – Y2 Warwick Castle trip 

2nd December – Carol singing on the playground – 4.30pm – 5.30pm 

 

Breaktime snacks in KS2 

Please can we make sure that children 

in KS2 only have dried fruit, fruit 

or vegetables in their original 

form e.g no fruit bars etc for their 

snack at breaktime. It would help us if 

they put their snack in their school bag 

and then they don’t need to go 

anywhere near their lunchbox! We are 

finding children eating crisps, chocolate 

bars and yoghurts at breaktimes 

instead! 
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